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attainder. Elizabeth, we may be sure, was not sorry
for this unmistakable exhibition of feeling. It would
open the eyes of her enemies both at home and abroad.
But she had no intention of proceeding to such ex-
tremities this time. Mary should have fair warning.
Accordingly Parliament was desired to " defer" the
bill of attainder, and to proceed with the second
measure. But the Commons were in grim earnest.
They immediately resolved that the second bill would
be useless and even mischievous, as it would imply
that at present Mary had a right of succession, whereas
she was already disabled by law; and that they there-
fore preferred to proceed with the attainder. With this
resolution the Lords concurred.

Here they were on dangerous ground. To rake up
the law empowering Henry vin. to determine the
succession was to disable all the Stuarts, James in-
cluded, and so to throw away the opportunity of
uniting the crowns. Elizabeth had always, for excel-
lent reasons, refused to allow this question to be raised.
Accordingly she again directed the House to defer the
attainder; she would not have the Scottish Queen
" either enabled or disabled to or from any manner of
title to the crown," nor " any other title to the same
whatsoever touched at all;" to make sure of which
she would have the second bill drawn by her own law
officers. To the repeated demands of the Commons
for the execution of Norfolk, she at length gave way,
and a few days later he was beheaded (June 2, 1572).
The second bill, as drawn by the law officers, passed
both Houses. Its exact terms are not known, for it
never received the royal assent.